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Literary Reference Center

Chapter III: The Motif Of Unpromising Hero/Heroine 

Among fairy-tale heroes and heroines there are often the simpleton, the underestimated 
youngest son, or the neglected stepdaughter, who appear to be inferior and less heroic. 
They are often ill-treated and ridiculed by other people because of their stupidity or 
filthiness. However, the unlikely heroes and heroines are transformed into heroic figures 
and triumph at the end of the story. Thompson identifies these protagonists as 
"unpromising heroes (heroines)( n1)."

The motif of the unpromising hero or heroine is found in Katherine Paterson's Jacob 
Have I Loved and Brock Cole's The Goats. The protagonists in both novels are 
underestimated and humiliated by other characters. They seem to be useless and 
inferior like many unpromising heroes and heroines in fairy tales. But when the novels 
end, they are able to prove their strengths and abilities.

Sara Louise in Jacob Have I Loved is the unpromising heroine not appreciated by her 
family. At the end of the story, she is able to prove herself a heroic figure by achieving 
her goal of becoming a nurse-midwife. In The Goats, the boy and the girl are the 
protagonists who seem to be unlikely. But they outsmart their campmates, who mock 
and maroon them, by escaping from the island. Later, they begin a courageous journey. 
During their ordeal, they encounter various persons and are able to deal with them. 
Making friends with the group of inner-city camp children demonstrates the boy and the 
girl's social ability.

Cinderella Figures
"The most famous of all unpromising heroes is Cinderella, the stepdaughter, an ash girl, 
ragged, dirty" (Standard Dictionary of Folklore, Mythology, and Legend 1151). 
"Cinderella" (KHM 21) has been one of the best-loved fairy tales in the world. It is a very 
old fairy tale with "at least 345 documented variants and numerous unrecorded versions" 
in all parts of the world (Kolbenschlag 71). The idea of a perfect foot to fit the slipper 
even suggests the story may have originated in ancient China where a tiny foot was 
considered beautiful (Bettelheim 236). Its rags-to-riches motif has been widely adapted 
for literary works and movies.

The fairy tale starts with the death of Cinderella's mother. Her father marries a second 
wife, who brings along her two daughters. The stepsisters and stepmother take away all 
of Cinderella's beautiful clothes, dress her in a shabby smock, and make her their 
servant. When the big ball at the palace is announced, Cinderella, like her stepsisters, is 
eager to go. But the stepmother and her daughters leave for the ball without her. 
Cinderella goes to her mother's grave crying for help. A white bird brings the girl a gold 
and silver dress and a pair of silk slippers. For three nights, Cinderella attends the ball 
without anyone recognizing her. She also flees successfully from the palace when the 
prince wants to escort her home. On the third night, however, she loses one of her 
slippers on the stairs. The prince tries to find the maiden whose foot can fit into the 
slipper. Cinderella is that maiden. Finally, Cinderella is able to surpass her stepsisters by 
marrying the prince.

In Jacob Have I Loved, we can see a reflection of the unpromising Cinderella in Sara 
Louise Bradshaw, the heroine and first-person narrator. In 1941, she is thirteen and lives 
on Rass Island in Chesapeake Bay with her twin sister, Caroline, their parents, and an 
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aged grandmother. Sara Louise has felt inferior to Caroline almost since their birth. She 
was born a healthy baby, but Caroline was weak. Family and friends have paid more 
attention to Caroline because of her delicacy. Even when they tell the story of the twins' 
births, they usually talk about Caroline's fatal condition when she was born and the 
midwife's attempts to help her to breath. Sara Louise is tortured by her jealousy of 
Caroline. Unlike Cinderella, whose feelings are seldom explicitly stated but are more to 
be inferred, Sara Louise expresses her hatred and ill feeling toward Caroline throughout 
the whole novel.

As Sara Louise and Caroline grow up, Sara Louise, like Cinderella, works very hard for 
her family. To improve the financial situation of the family, she crabs and fishes. She 
runs most of the errands in the house. She is always dirty and smelly. Caroline, on the 
other hand, is like a little princess cherished by their parents and the islanders. She is 
gifted in music, sings solo in the school choir, and gets all the praise. She is always 
clean and neat. Caroline sits at the expensive piano her parents bought her playing 
Chopin while Sara Louise sacrifices herself for the family's financial well-being. In Sara 
Louise's mind, Caroline "was so sure, so present, so easy, so light and gold, while I was 
all gray and shadow" (39).

The German name for Cinderella is "Aschenputtel" which means: "a lowly, dirty 
kitchenmaid who must tend to the fireplace ashes" (Bettelheim 237). Because Cinderella 
is always dusty and dirty, her stepsisters name her "Cinderella." Caroline, like 
Cinderella's stepsisters, gave Sara Louise a pejorative nickname, "Wheeze," when they 
were two years old. People have called Sara Louise that ever since. She resents the 
nickname. She once tells Caroline not to call her Wheeze, because she is a person, 
instead of a disease symptom. One night, when Caroline beams in their school 
Christmas concert, Sara Louise tells the readers her wildest dream: She imagines that 
she orders Caroline to bow to her. When Caroline refuses, a hand from the sky pushes 
her to her knees. She pleas for Sara Louise's forgiveness.

"Call me no longer Wheeze, but Sara Louise," I said grandly, smiling in the darkness, 
casting off the nickname she had diminished me with since we were two. (40)

Readers also learn how much Sara Louise despises her nickname during the incident 
when she sees Auntie Braxton lying unconscious in the house. She races back to get 
help from her friends Captain Wallace and McCall. In a hurry, Captain Wallace requests 
her to find someone to carry Auntie Braxton to the dock. Sara Louise notices that 
Captain Wallace addresses to her as "Sara Louise" instead of "Wheeze". She is 
surprised that Captain Wallace remembers her real name. Everyone, including her 
mother, calls her the diminishing Wheeze. Now, Captain Wallace, the person she 
admires, uses her real name. She is not only surprised, but also pleased. It means a lot 
to her.

As Cinderella's stepsisters do with Cinderella, Caroline constantly insults Sara Louise by 
accusing her of being dirty and smelly: "Mercy, Wheeze, you stink like a crab 
shanty" (14). Sara Louise resents Caroline's remarks and thinks it is not only her 
appearance that Caroline ridicules, but also her soul. Sometimes, when Sara Louise 
comes home from catching crabs, she is sweating and dirty. Caroline would comment on 
how dirty her fingernails are. Sara Louise is furious with Caroline's criticism.

How could they be anything else but dirty? … How dare she call me dirty? How dare she 
try to make me feel inferior to her own pure, clear beauty? It wasn't my fingernails she 
was concerned with, that I was sure of. She was using my fingernails to indict my soul. 
Wasn't she content to be golden perfection without cutting away at me? Was she to 
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allow me no virtue--no shard of pride or decency?" (73-74)

Sara Louise's senile grandmother adds to the intensity of the sibling rivalry. The 
grandmother is biased in favor of Caroline and admires her musical talent. Like 
Cinderella's stepmother with Cinderella, the grandmother torments Sara Louise both 
physically and emotionally. She has the girl do various chores and bosses her around. 
Sara Louise is able to outsmart her grandmother and ignores the anguish brought by the 
labor. One day, she brings her grandmother a cup of coffee. Anticipating her 
grandmother's complaint, she takes the sugar bowl along and hides it behind her back. 
As soon as the old lady sips the coffee, she complains that there is not enough sugar. 
Sara Louise uncovers the sugar bowl and presents it to her, triumphantly. Grandmother 
is annoyed that Sara Louise could predict her reaction. Sara Louise could tell from 
grandmother's face that she tries to think of something to blame her. When Sara Louise 
takes the sugar bowl back to the kitchen, she is so happy that she whistles. "Whistling 
women and crowing hens never come to no good end", (44) the old lady curses. "Oh, I 
don't know, Grandma, we might be terrific in a circus freak show", (44) Sara Louise 
replies. Her grandmother is shocked by her being a smart mouth and sends her away for 
more chores. The grandmother is not as insane as she appears to be. She is the only 
person who senses Sara Louise's secret crush on Captain Wallace and her jealousy of 
Caroline. Instead of comforting the confused Sara Louise, she makes Sara Louise suffer 
for her guilt.

During a hurricane, Captain Wallace loses his house and moves in with the Bradshaws 
temporarily. Sara Louise's sympathy toward the old man turns into a crush. She is 
bewildered by her passion for Captain Wallace and feels guilty for falling in love with a 
man who is older than her grandmother. On the one hand, she is tormented because of 
being unable to express her love to Captain Wallace. On the other, she is afraid of 
revealing her secret. The grandmother detects Sara Louise's affection to Captain 
Wallace and humiliates her when ever she gets a chance. One afternoon, when Captain 
Wallace leaves their house for a couple of hours, Sara Louise waits anxiously for his 
return. She constantly runs to the front door. Caroline notices her sister's uneasiness 
and inquires about it. Sitting in her old rocking chair, the grandmother reveals to Caroline 
that Sara Louise is looking for Captain Wallace, with whom she secretly in love. Caroline 
is tickled by the thought and begins to giggle. Sara Louise is shocked that her 
grandmother knows the truth. At the same time, she feels humiliated that Grandma tells 
the truth to Caroline. If her mother had not come to the scene at that very moment, Sara 
Louise thinks she would like to kill the old woman by throwing ajar of string beans at her.

Auntie Braxton, Captain Wallace's new wife, dies shortly after they are married. Coming 
home from the funeral, the grandmother bursts into a long monologue in front of the 
whole family. She accuses Captain Wallace to have use rat poison to kill Auntie Braxton. 
She claims that he married Auntie Braxton for her house and her money. Turning to 
Sara Louise, she says that Sara Louise is not only madly in love with the old man, but 
also involved in the murder.

When Captain Wallace gives money for Caroline to go to a boarding school in Baltimore, 
Sara Louise is dismayed at the announcement, feeling that her confidant has thrown a 
stone in her face. Sara Louise has believed that Captain Wallace is the only person who 
favors her over Caroline. However, it appears that it is Caroline whom Captain Wallace 
likes and to whom he offers the opportunity. Attending a boarding school has been Sara 
Louise's dream. Now, the dream is shattered and Sara Louise feels betrayed. The 
devilish grandmother enjoys Sara Louise's misery. Smiling, she turns from her chair in 
order to see the expression on Sara Louise's face. When Sara Louise makes an excuse 
to leave the living room, the grandmother follows her into the kitchen and whispers a 
biblical quote into her ears: "Romans nine thirteen, … As it is written, Jacob have I loved, 
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but Esau have I hated" (178).

In the Bible, Jacob and Esau are the twin sons of Isaac and Rebecca. When Isaac is old 
and blind, Jacob pretends he is Esau and steals Esau's birthright and their father's 
blessing. Sara Louise has empathized and identified with Esau ever since her childhood. 
That night, she wonders who is the speaker of the verse that her grandmother cited 
earlier. She goes to the bookcase, takes the Bible, and looks up the passage. The 
findings leaves Sara Louise in shock. The speaker is God. It is God who choses to hate 
her since the day she is born. The grandmother has reminded the girl that it is Sara 
Louise whom everyone hates, including God.

The relationship between Sara Louise and her parents is worth noting. Sara Louise's 
mother loves her, and Sara Louise acknowledges it. Sometimes, she comes home from 
crabbing, her grandmother would fuss over her being dirty and Caroline complains that 
she smells. But her mother never says things like that and it means a lot to Sara Louise. 
Whereas Cinderella's real mother tries to help her from beyond the grave by sending the 
white bird, Sara Louise's mother is helpless in terms of solving the girl's dilemma with 
Caroline. Sara Louise's father treats her as the son he longs to have and takes her for 
granted. One day, Sara Louise is at the harbor waiting for the ferry to arrive. Her father 
comes to her and greets her warmly. Sara Louise thinks that her father sees her from his 
boat and makes the effort to say hello to her. She is happy for a while until she sees her 
father switch his attention to the ferry. Returning to reality, Sara Louise realizes that it is 
her mother and Caroline whom her father comes to meet. The father, like Cinderella's 
father who fails to realize Cinderella's grief after his second marriage, ignores Sara 
Louise's heartache.

Sara Louise makes several attempts to win people's attention, but fails. She wants the 
choir master to stop celebrating Christmas by cancelling the Christmas concert, because 
it is war time and people are suffering. She gains nothing and is even ridiculed. She 
enters a song lyric contest which turns out to be rigged. She finally sees her chance 
when Captain Wallace appears, who has been away from the island for fifty years. Sara 
Louise imagines him as a German spy and dreams of catching him and being rewarded 
by President Roosevelt. However, Captain Wallace is not a spy, and he becomes her 
friend.

In "Cinderella," the heroine plants a twig, which her father brings back to her, on her 
mother's grave. Later, the twig grows into a beautiful hazelnut tree, in which a white bird 
lives. Three times a day, Cinderella goes to the grave to weep and pray. The white bird 
grants whatever Cinderella wishes. The bird and the tree form Cinderella's secret world, 
from which she gets comfort. In order to step out of Caroline's shadow, Sara Louise, like 
Cinderella, tries to make her own world by entering a threesome with her best friend Call 
and Captain Wallace. The fatherless and pudgy Call is, like Sara Louise, a loner. They 
have been best friends for a long time. They go fishing and crabbing together. They visit 
Captain Wallace's house regularly. At first, Sara Louise is jealous of Call's being close to 
Captain Wallace, because Call is not only her best friend, but also her only friend. Sara 
Louise would have no friend, if she loses Call to Captain Wallace. Gradually, she 
accepts Captain Wallace's friendship and enjoys her world with the Captain and Call.

With her charm, Caroline gradually invades Sara Louise's special world. When Sara 
Louise, Call, and Captain Wallace do not know how to take care of Auntie Braxton's cats 
while she is hospitalized, it is Caroline who convinces the neighbors to give the sixteen 
cats homes. When Captain Wallace loses his house in a storm, it is Caroline who 
suggests that Captain Wallace find a home by marrying Auntie Braxton. One day, 
Caroline and Call want to visit Captain Wallace. She asks Sara Louise to join them. Sara 
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Louise is furious again. She thinks both Call and Captain Wallace belong to her only. 
Caroline has no right to snatch them from her. Neither does she have a right to invite her 
to see Captain Wallace.

Auntie Braxton dies shortly after the marriage. Sara Louise is devastated when Captain 
Wallace takes money from Auntie Braxton's estate and sends Caroline to a boarding 
school. Going to a boarding school has been Sara Louise's dream, and she has been 
saving money for it. Now, without any effort, Caroline gets the opportunity.

As Caroline leaves home and Call goes to war, Sara Louise drops out of school in order 
to help her father support the family. Years pass, and Call, who has become a 
handsome young man, returns from the war and visits Sara Louise. To her surprise, Call 
announces his engagement to Caroline.

Unlike the white bird which brings Cinderella beautiful dresses to wear to the ball, 
Captain Wallace, the wise helper, grants the gift to Caroline. And Sara Louise is not as 
lucky as Cinderella, who marries the prince, but loses Call to her sister.

Katherine Paterson does not let Sara Louise follow in Cinderella's footsteps. She creates 
the wise man, Captain Wallace, to help Sara Louise realize that she is the only one who 
can rescue herself. "You don't need anything given to you. You can make your own 
chances" (217) the Captain tells her. Sara Louise follows his advice and leaves the 
island. She goes to college and becomes a nurse-midwife. Thereafter, she marries a 
decent man and lives in an Appalachian community, where she can enjoy the mountains 
which she has been longing to see since her childhood. All her life she wanted to 
surpass Caroline, and now she has stepped out of Caroline's shadow. And it is Captain 
Wallace's advice that guides Sara Louise from an unpromising heroine to a successful 
young woman.

Simpleton Figures
In the fairy tale, an unpromising hero is sometimes the youngest of three brothers. He is 
often called "simpleton" because of his naiveté. The innocent youngest son is found in 
fairy tales like "The Golden Bird" and "The Golden Goose." In the latter, Simpleton "was 
constantly mocked, disdained, and slighted" (286). In the former, even the king, the 
father of the youngest prince, does not trust this son to find the golden bird because the 
youngest prince is "not the smartest person in the world" (217). However, when the 
stories end, both heroes marry beautiful princesses and become kings.

"The Queen Bee" (KHM 62) is a typical fairy tale that illustrates the unpromising 
simpleton as a hero. Two princes go out to search for adventure. They lead such a wild 
life that they forget to return. Their youngest brother, who is called Simpleton, sets out to 
look for them. When he finds them, "they ridiculed him for thinking that he, as naive as 
he was, could make his way in the world when they, who were much more clever, had 
not been able to succeed" (252). Then the three of them travel together and encounter 
an anthill, a great lake with many ducks, and a beehive. The two elder brothers want to 
kill the ants, the ducks, and the bees. The youngest prince begs them to spare the 
animals' life. Finally they come to an enchanted castle. To disenchant the castle, one 
has to finish three tasks given by a gray dwarf. The two elder princes fail in the first task 
and are turned into stones. With the help of the ants, the ducks, and the bees which he 
rescued earlier, the youngest prince gathers one thousand pearls from the moss, fetches 
the key to the bedroom of the princesses from the lake, and picks the youngest one 
among three sleeping princesses who look alike. The castle is disenchanted and the 
youngest prince marries the youngest princess.
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Brock Cole's The Goats is a novel about an unpromising hero and an unpromising 
heroine. At a summer camp, a boy and a girl are stripped naked and marooned on Goat 
Island by their campmates as a practical joke. The boy and the girl are chosen to be the 
goats, because they have not adjusted well to camp life. Instead of staying on Goat 
Island overnight as their persecutors have planned, the boy and the girl decide to leave 
the island. For three days, they wander around, but are able to survive through their 
ordeals. The story ends happily, when they join the girl's mother.

The novel begins with the cruel scene in which a group of campers strip the boy to his 
skin. The boy has gathered some fire wood and brings it to the beach. One of his 
campmates attacks him from behind and holds his elbows back. Another campmate, 
then, pulls down the boy's shorts. And one after another, the campers takes down all his 
clothes. As the boy protests, the campers tell the boy that he is the goat of the camp. 
Then they leave the naked boy alone on the island. It begins to get dark, and 
mosquitoes start to bite. He spots an old tent platform in the center of the island and 
walks toward it. To his surprise, a girl is curled up inside the platform. Crying and 
gulping, she wraps her naked body up in an old blanket. Like the boy, she is the goat 
selected by her female campmates.

Both the boy and the girl feel humiliated. Being a goat, the least popular person in the 
camp, is a disgrace, as is having to face someone of the opposite sex naked. Their 
campmates leave them only one blanket, which the girl is using. Hungry and freezing, 
the boy rummages in the old tent platform and finds a used candle stick and some 
matches. By the dim light of the candle, which he uses to keep himself warm, he 
recognizes the girl. The boys in the camp have classified all the girls into categories: 
queens, princesses, dogs, and real dogs. The girl belongs to the lowest group: real 
dogs. Like fairy-tale simpletons, the boy and the girl are both looked down upon by their 
peers.

After a short conversation, they find that both of them were tricked into coming to the 
island by their campmates. The boy believed there was going to be a cookout. Because 
the campers also bring hot dogs with them to the island. When the boy discovered that 
there were not enough hot dogs for everyone, they even praise him for being so smart.

The girl experienced a similar scheme. The female campers tell the girl that another girl 
named Julie Christiansen will be the goat. They also tell her that they will go swimming 
naked on the beach and leave Julie on the island. It is the girl, not Julie Christiansen, 
who is abandoned on the island. The boy feels sorry for the girl: "She was an even 
bigger jerk than he was, thinking that Julie Christiansen could ever be a goat" (9). Both 
of them are angry. Simple and innocent, they trustingly followed their cunning 
campmates to the island and fall into their traps.

Before their campmates come back to spy on them, the boy thinks of a plan to get 
revenge. He tells the girl: "We'll go down to the shore, and when they come sneaking up, 
we'll grab their canoes. We'll leave them here. They'll be the goats" (13). The boy's plan 
falls apart, when they see several people on the shore watching the canoes. So they 
decide to swim across the lake. Their campmates are surprised at their disappearance 
and believe the goats are still on the island. They all know that the girl can not swim. 
They also think that the boy is too wimpy to escape from the island. The campers 
underestimate the courage and ability of the boy and the girl who have secretly swum 
away from them. The boy is not as coward as the other children think; and the girl is also 
courageous. With the boy's help, the girl swims across the lake by holding on to a big 
log. Both of them arrive safely on the other side of the lake.

Page 7 of 9



After leaving the island, the two goats break into an empty summer cottage and find 
themselves some clothes and a temporary shelter. They try to contact their parents. The 
boy's archaeologist parents are working in Turkey. The girl's mother is busy with work 
and agrees to come only for Parents' Weekend on Saturday. The boy, whom people 
describe as small and quiet, and the girl, who cries a lot, have to survive on their own for 
two days.

Although they have already left Goat Island, the stigma of being goats still follows them. 
They both know that they are not sociable. The girl tells the boy "I'm socially retarded for 
my age" (29). "Yeah. Me too," the boy answers. It is not until they accidentally befriend a 
group of inner-city camp children that they begin to view themselves in a new light.

On the first day of their ordeal, the boy and the girl spot their camp counselor with a 
policeman in a gas station. They dodge into a group of inner-city children, then 
mistakenly get into a nearby bus. The bus takes them to another camp site with these 
children. Several of these campers, such as Tiwanda and Calvin, know that the boy and 
the girl are in trouble and are trying to escape from the police. But they still keep the 
goats in their camp for one night.

Being mocked at their own camp, the boy and the girl have lost their self-esteem and 
assume that these campers will also see them as the goats. Contrary to the boy and the 
girl's expectations, the new youth treat them nicely. They help the boy and the girl adjust 
to their camp. The girl is brought to the girls' cabin, the boy to the boys'. A black girl 
called Tiwanda shares her bed and other necessities with the girl. The other girls in the 
cabin are nice to her also. In the beginning, the girl is afraid of trusting anyone. Lydia, 
who also shares the same room with them, greets her nicely. When Lydia opens her 
mouth and could not decide whether to ask her a question, the girl believes that Lydia is 
going to ask her to leave the camp. To her surprise, Lydia offers to lend the girl her 
comb, because she knows that the girl has not prepared anything for the camp.

Gradually, the girl realizes her new friends have no intention of harming her. On the 
contrary, some of them even try to protect her. Tiwanda has warned the girl to avoid the 
camp bully, Pardoe, who is interested in her. During dinner, Pardoe describes his plan 
for stealing money from a supermarket. He points at the girl and wants her to carry it out. 
She does not want to commit the crime as Pardoe plans. Neither does she want to 
offend the bully. While the girl is sitting there embarrassed, Tiwanda comes and brushes 
Pardoe off.

That night in the cabin, the girl is not as scared as she was in her own camp. Her new 
friends lend her nice clothes and money. She feels warm and comfortable among them. 
The new friendship proves that she is not "socially retarded" and is capable of making 
friends. Even though she will neither forget nor forgive what her campmates had done to 
her, she is no longer nervous and she does not feel sorry for herself anymore.

The boy goes through a similar experience, too. During the dinner, he tells his new 
friends about his scary and breath-taking adventure in a Greek cave. Though identified 
as a quiet child, the boy shows a different side. Like a young Indiana Jones, he tells a 
great story and keeps complete control of the audience:

Everyone was quiet for a minute.

"Well, what did you see, man?" asked Calvin.

"I'm not sure. I was feeling pretty weird
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…. Anyway, I was walking back and back and it was getting darker and darker, and I 
saw something move." He had been holding his hands up to talk with, and now he held 
them still, just above his shoulders. He was smiling a little.

"Oh, man!" said Lydia. "I thought you said this wasn't scary!" (81)

When some children begin to dance, Lydia invites the boy to dance with her. The boy 
refuses at first. "I don't dance very well" (82), he tells Lydia. But Lydia likes him and 
insists on dancing with him. Lydia "caught his hands and pulled him away from the table. 
He liked Lydia, but he was glad when one of the big kids from the bus started dancing 
with them too" (82-83).

The boy begins to worry about his new friendship after his fight with bully Pardoe. 
Pardoe tries to force the girl to leave the cafeteria with him, but the boy interferes. 
Scared, but angry, he kicks the side of Pardoe's knee while Pardoe is not paying 
attention. He is stunned to see Pardoe fall to the ground. His new friends hustle him 
away to their cabin. The boy realizes that kicking Pardoe while he is not looking is a 
cowardly blow. This wimpy act is one of the reasons he was chosen as a goat in his 
camp. His new friend does not know he was a goat. Now they would. He is worried that 
the other children will harm him when they return to their room. To his surprise, some of 
these children admire him for his act. Calvin thinks that the boy is a kung fu expert, who 
defeated the big Pardoe.

Although one child thinks the boy does not fight fairly, Calvin tells them his theory on 
how to survive in the society they live in. He calls it the bandit rule: never fight fairly. It is 
the way the society works and anyone who plays fair is going to lose. Though the boy 
does not completely understand Calvin's theory, it has comforted him. "He didn't think he 
was really a bandit. But then maybe he wasn't a goat, either" (89).

"A true folktale numskull [simpleton] is not actually dumb, only naive; but his heart's 
naiveté is the basis for his later success" (Röhrich 212). Like many fairy-tale simpletons, 
the boy and the girl may appear to be unpromising when the story begins. They are not 
really as socially retarded as their campmates believe. The fact that they get along with 
the group of inner-city children proves that the boy and the girl, bright and cunning, are 
capable of making friends and surviving in a new environment.

Notes 
(n1) Thompson. Motif-Index. (L100-L199).
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